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If you like books set in the old days the Harlem Summer is for you. Harlem Summer takes u through the one bad decision that ruined Mark Purvis life. The story has a lot of elements that contribute to the overall terrific book. Once u start reading this book you will not want to put this book down. 

Mark Purvis is a teen boy living in Harlem, New York in the 1920s. He lives with his parents and his older brother and they are very poor. Mark has to get a job so he can help pay for his brother’s college fund. Once he gets a job at the Crisis magazine he then gets a job with Fats and that’s when the bad decisions begin. Mark was a big fan of Fats and always wanted to play in a band with him. Mark would do anything to get in good with Fats including crimes.

Mark goes with Fats, Crab Cakes, and his best friend Henry on a job across the river to pick up bootleg liquor but it all goes wrong when Crab Cakes takes the truck and goes missing with the bootleg liquor which leaves Mark, Fats, and Henry in danger of being murdered by the notorious gangster Dutch Schults. Mark and Henry try to figure out ways to get out of town to avoid getting killed by Dutch Schults. They even talk about joining the army but in the end they don’t join the army.  In the end they find Crab Cakes and the liquor and all the problems seemed to be solved, until Mark was arrested by the police for trafficking bootleg liquor. So that one bad decision changed Mark’s life. I would recommend this book for anyone who is looking for a good interesting read. I give it four stars.
